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Background:

The Global Outbreak Alert and Response Network (GOARN) is a global network composed of
technical and public health institutions, laboratories, NGOs and other organizations that collaborate
with the common goal of engaging the resources of technical agencies for rapid identification,
confirmation, and response to public health emergencies of international importance. The network
provides technical advice and operational support for the control of outbreaks worldwide. Since its
establishment in 2000, GOARN with >290 partner institutions worldwide, provides international
public health resources to control outbreaks and public health emergencies across the globe. It has
a large and active membership in the Western Pacific Region under WHO with over 71 partner
institutions including Nagasaki University.

The Current Situation:

GOARN contributes to the implementation of Asia Pacific Strategy for Emerging Diseases and Public
Health Emergencies (APSED IIl) by engaging technical partners to strengthen preparedness and
response to outbreaks and public health emergencies in the western Pacific. The network aims to
provide technical support to WHO Member States experiencing a public health emergency due to
emerging outbreaks such as the COVID-19 pandemic. Beyond providing direct assistance to public

ﬁ%% health emergency responses, GOARN partners engage in the network through outbreak response
training, operational research, networking, and collaboration. In support of the COVID-19 pandemic
Abstract response, GOARN has deployed 74 individual experts to 12-member states across the Western

Pacific Region. Experts from the Institute of Tropical Medicine, Nagasaki University actively
participated to this response, too.

Purpose of the Seminar:

The two major pandemics of the 21st century have exposed people to significant health and socio-
economic risks posed by respiratory pathogens globally. Nearly a decade apart, the COVID-19 and
influenza A (H1N1) pdm09 pandemics have highlighted a severe threat posed by respiratory
pathogens and revealed serious gaps in the defenses against health emergencies worldwide. While
the COVID-19 pandemic caused many challenges for national and global systems, the responses
have generated valuable lesson learnings. As better systems and capacities can be used to prevent,
prepare for, and respond to different respiratory pathogens, having an integrated respiratory
pathogen pandemic planning is needed. GOARN developed a module intended for use by cross-
sectoral stakeholders (both at country and regional/global levels) who are involved in preparedness
and response planning for respiratory and groups of other pandemics potential pathogens. The
purpose of the seminar is to share this module to stakeholders to new approach to improve on the
preparedness and resilience for emerging threats and facilitate the deployment process for future
public health emergencies due to respiratory and other pathogens in the country/region and globally.
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